 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 
WOODGREEN PARISH COUNCIL held in Woodgreen Reading Room on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7.30pm.



25/26.64 Members present: Lance Benest (LB)(Chair), John Clarke (JC), Helena Datta (HD), Mark Flannigan (MF), Stewart Hall (SH), Guy Raffety (GR) and Pete Skinner (PS)

Also present: Amanda Johnson (Parish Clerk), Janet Richards, NFDC District Councillor. 

Apologies for Absence: None

25/26.65 Declarations of interest:  None

25/26.66 Minutes of previous meeting held on 12/08/2025.
25/26.66.1   Following a review of the minutes, it was then unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 
25/26.66.2 Matters arising from previous minutes not appearing as agenda items. 
Path along the road to the A338 - Many people from Woodgreen walk along the road to the A338 to get on the X3, this is currently quite a dangerous route. AJ has contacted HCC to find out how this may be instigated.
Parking at the village hall -  The village hall committee is happy for other village users to park in front of the hall when it is not being used for a hall event, MF has discussed this with Kevin Flack (Chair of the Village Hall), temporary signage is currently in use but more permanent signage will be installed.

25/26.67 Public Participation: No members of the public were present.

25/26.68 Report by New Forest District Councillor: 
Local Government Reorganisation - The District Councils will put their proposals to the Government in September, they have identified savings which can be made which they hope will be in their favour. HCC will put forward  a different proposal. The government will carry out a further consultation and make a decision by March 2026. 
Waste and Recycling Collections - Collections for Phase 2 households will begin October. This will be the remainder of the village which has not yet begun the new collections. Wheelie bins will be delivered to all properties over the next few weeks. All properties can see what bins they will receive at newforest.gov.uk/findmyphase. 

[bookmark: _mqncnrvv0xmv]25/26.69 Planning: 
[bookmark: _wt4ud1k9i4k3]
Case Number 	25/00946CONS
Proposal	Prune 1 x Indian Bean Tree
Site		Musitoni, Brook Lane, Woodgreen, SP6 2AZ

Case Number 	25/00903CONS
Proposal	Fell 1 x Whitebeam, Fell 1 x Pin Oak 
Site		Robin Cottage, Brook Lane, Woodgreen, SP6 2AZ

Case Number 25/00985CONS
Proposal Prune 1 Yew tree and 1 Acer tree
Site 		Merry Tree Cottage, Brook Lane, Woodgreen, SP6 2AZ


PS and HD visited all the sites and  had no issues with the proposed works  and therefore recommended to accept the decision of the National Park Authority Tree Officer. This was unanimously agreed.


25/26.70 Meetings Attended: 
Woodgreen Village Hall AGM 3rd September  - SH, LB and JC attended. The hall is doing well with many regular events and weddings. The hall currently has a CIL bid for £10,000 for solar panel installation.
Woodgreen Community Shop AGM 27th August - LB, GR, SH and PS attended. The shop had a better year this year with a profit despite subsidising the Post Office, however part of this was due to a legacy of £5000. Staffing continues to be the highest cost. Sunday hours were increased in the summer which worked well and will continue until the end of September to then be reviewed. Further solar panels will be installed in November which will reduce the electricity costs. 
Consultative Panel 4th September  - LB attended. There is a  possible initiative for New Forest Commoners to be classed as a National Minority which would give them a greater voice on issues. The process would take a minimum of 2 years. Forestry England reported on the results of the PSPOs over the summer season - 4 fines were issued for fire related incidents, there were 169 incidents in total involving 900 people. There has been an increase in dumped and burnt out cars and other fly tipping, possibly due to the very dry, hard ground which allows easier access.  FE will go ahead with car park fees for all the car parks in the Forest beginning in April 2026. There are no plans for the National Trust to follow suit.
There will be a Local Plan Review and consultation at the end of the year. 
Licensing Panel August 14th   - LB attended. The proposed changes to the licence for the Horse and Groom were agreed.

25/26.71 Breamore Railway Line -Public Engagement Event - An event will be held on the morning of  17th Oct from 9.30 -12.30pm in Woodgreen Village Hall. This will be  jointly run by HCC and the National Park Authority to highlight the plans intended to restore heritage railway features, survey for wildlife, create improved habits and improve the trail to make it more accessible. 
 
25/26.72 Village Maintenance and Parish Council Property (including the cemetery, roads, hedges, footpaths, ditches) :
Hedges - A reminder for cutting hedges will be placed in the magazine. 
Viewpoint at Castle hill - Around ten years ago WPC felled some trees with the permission of Forestry England which were restricting the view. AJ will contact FE to ask for permission to fell  trees to open up the view again. 
Reading Room Garden- WPC would like to thank John and Mandy Lambert for tending the Reading Room garden and keeping it looking so tidy.

25/26.73 Cemetery:
There are currently 2 applications for interments which meet the criteria. 
A working party to clear some of the brambles and tidy some of the older graves which are no longer cared for by relatives will take place on Sunday 12th October (if the weather is fine). Volunteers are very welcome to help and a notice will be placed in the magazine. 
The new benches are ready to be installed. It was agreed to allocate a maximum of £500 for installation which will be carried out by Rod England Property Services. 
25/26.61 Financial report, Review of Ongoing Budget and approval of payments.
a.	Current Balances - 
· Lloyds Treasurers Account £13,327.48 as at 03.09.2025.              
· Lloyds 32 Notice Account  £80,836.39 as at 03.09.2025.
Ongoing annual expenditure was noted and approved. 
              b.	Expenditure:  The following payments were approved. 

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT
	VAT
	METHOD

	A.Johnson
	Salary - September
	445.10
	
	Standing Order

	Cutting Edge
	Cemetery maintenance - August
	130.00
	
	Bank Transfer

	Lloyds Bank 
	Monthly bank service charges
	4.25
	
	




25/26.75 The following correspondence was noted. 
15/08/25 NPA - New Forest NPA chair sets out challenges ahead in its 20th year.
15/08/25 New Forest Association - August Newsletter
22/08/25 NPA - latest news from the National Park
26/08/25 NFALC - Minutes from the AGM held on 7th August
26/08/25 NPA - Slides from the NW Quadrant meeting on the  Special Area of Conservation Plan.
27/08/25 NPA - Slides from The NW Quadrant meeting on Local Government Reorganisation
28/08/25 NFDC- Waste and Recycling Service- Extraordinary meeting announced for pannage.
29/08/25 NFDC - Good causes invited to join launch of New Forest Community Lottery
29/08/25 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner- New Chief Big Plans
03/09/2025 - NFDC - Cllr Jill Cleary - Update on the future of your council.
03/09/2025 - NFDC Waste and Recycling Service - Open letter from Cllr Geoffrey Blunden 
03/09/2025 - HCC - Monthly report from Cllr Nick Adams-King.

 25/26.63 Any other business and matters to be raised on the next agenda. None received.
Play Matters - A request for a  contribution towards the planning application and associated reports will be discussed at the next meeting.
AJ will invite Pual Cleary, Regional Community Manager, Wessex Internet to the November meeting.



[bookmark: _tw39cbq4dq6u]The meeting ended at 20.50
[bookmark: _8mbc6n835y0q]
[bookmark: _3jn7ijfb9tb]
[bookmark: _nosu1khpscjw]Signed by the Chair …………………………………………………………………..
[bookmark: _ck1ur2fajgcx]
[bookmark: _8b4m5qjej9ii]Date …………………………………………………………………………………... 
[bookmark: _jkcafzxj89hu]
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